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In a crowded courtroom in Mississippi, a jury returns a shocking verdict against a chemical company

accused of dumping toxic waste into a small townâ€™s water supply, causing the worst â€œcancer

clusterâ€• in history. The company appeals to the Mississippi Supreme Court, whose nine justices

will one day either approve the verdict or reverse it.Who are the nine? How will they vote? Can one

be replaced before the case is ultimately decided?The chemical company is owned by a Wall Street

predator named Carl Trudeau, and Mr. Trudeau is convinced the Court is not friendly enough. With

judicial elections looming, he decides to try to purchase himself a seat on the Court. The cost is a

few million dollars, a drop in the bucket for a billionaire like Mr. Trudeau. Through an intricate web of

conspiracy and deceit, his political operatives recruit a young, unsuspecting candidate. They finance

him, manipulate him, market him, and mold him into a potential Supreme Court justice. Their

Supreme Court justice.The Appeal is a powerful, timely, and shocking story of political and legal

intrigue, a story that will leave listeners unable to think about our electoral process or judicial system

in quite the same way ever again.
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I've followed Grisham's career for years, enjoying everything from his legal thrillers to his novellas.

Sure, some of his more recent legal outings have faltered ("The Brethren" was awful, for example),

but I've hung in there. Recently, he released "Playing for Pizza," and I thought this might be his

attempt at regaining a second wind by doing something offbeat. Offbeat, indeed. I cannot



recommend that particular book to anyone, based on the milquetoast lead character and his refusal

to learn, change, mature, or give a decent story.With the arrival of "The Appeal," I once again let my

hopes soar. I heard some good feedback from a bookstore owner. I bought the book, and--to my

thorough amazement--breezed through the first hundred pages in one sitting. The old Grisham was

back, I told myself. This might be one of his best in years. All the pieces were in place for a great

story.Although "The Appeal" is nothing original, I was hooked by Grisham's portrayal of David and

Goliath characters. The giant: Carl Trudeau, owner of a company that has illegally dumped

chemicals into Mississippi waters and earth, resulting in cancer, leukemia, and the lost lives of many

local townspeople. The midget: Payton & Payton, a law team of husband and wife who have risked

everything to bring about justice. Grisham paints both protagonists and his antagonist with skill and

empathy. Trudeau and his shallow trophy-wife were the villains you love to hate. I kept turning the

pages.As usual, Grisham takes issue with something in our legal system and makes a moral or

political point. Here, he mixes familiar ingredients from "The Firm" (manipulation), rants from "The

Chamber" (capital punishment), and bits from "The King of Torts" (huge settlements).
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